PREFACE
THE examination of a great and arresting personality — whether it be a good or a bad one, as the world judges — is always a fascinating work. The human mind is the most complex, and therefore the most mysterious, thing in nature : the study of it the most difficult, and therefore the most engrossing of pursuits. Periiaps the sub[ect_of this book, William Morris, at once artistjjpoet, craftsman, manufacturer, and politician, presents one of the most elusive problems ever put before the student of human nature. _.. NoLjQld^s_his life^stoqrfascinjting by reason of its sheer diversity and comprehensiveness, but there is the satisfactory _ thought that, vigwed as a wTioIeTiffre^              accom-
plishment of jthe Mghest levels of the human HigM. l5~TKe^mind of the present writer, at least, Morris is a perfect expression of the type of personality for which the Utopian impulse of the reformer is forever seeking.
One can imagine a very satisfactory world if it were peopled to a considerable extent by men and women like William Morris. He seems to have gathered together into one harmonious whole the greater number of the accomplishments and virtues which are more commonly scattered separately among those of whom we are accustomed to think as cultured beings. Whether by the gift of heredity or the chances of
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